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Report Highlights: 

In recent months, the German agricultural press has been critical of USDA commodity reports, citing 

unreliability due to the October U.S. federal government shutdown and questioning the objectivity of 

USDA estimates. The criticisms correspond with calls by the German Farmers Union for a European-

run global commodity reporting system. In response, USDA/FAS staff in Berlin recently authored an 

article for the German Farmer's Union national newsletter that explains USDA's reporting systems and 

principles. This report contains the article and an English translation.    
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Background: The Deutsche Bauernverband (German Farmer’s Union, known by the acronym DBV) is 

the national umbrella organization for 18 local-level farm organizations. The DBV is the most 

important farm interest group in Germany, representing over 90% of German farmers and having over 

300,000 members. The article below was placed in the January 2014 issue if DBV’s national magazine, 

Deutsche Bauern Korrespondenz.  

 

Begin Translation 

  

Good information is essential for the functioning agricultural markets: 

International cooperation desired 
 

Efficient and functioning markets are, in the U.S. view, a cornerstone of economic prosperity, and 

markets function best if all parties have access to abundant, timely, and unbiased information.  This is 

especially true for agricultural commodities that are critical to food security but are subject to weather 

issues, natural disasters, and other disruptions.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) plays an 

important role in providing the public with objective data on global supply and demand, and we 

welcome international cooperation to increase market transparency.  USDA supports efforts by Europe 

to supply additional information on agriculture, explains U.S. Agricultural Counselor Paul Spencer for 

the Deutsche Bauern Korrespondenz.     

  

USDA publishes extensive data and reports covering a wide range of commodities. All are free of 

charge and accessible on the internet.  Some reports focus on the United States and others focus on the 

international situation.  The most well-known report is the World Agricultural Supply and Demand 

Estimates (WASDE), published exactly at noon one day a month.  This report includes supply and 

demand projections for grains, oilseeds, and cotton for the United States and major importing and 

exporting countries.   

  

Everybody has access to information  

  

In creating the report, USDA uses a “lock-up” process to ensure that everyone has access to the 

information at the exactly same time.  Prior to the release, the National Agricultural Statistics Service 

(NASS) compiles domestic data using surveys and other tools while the Foreign Agricultural Service 

analyzes the international situation using information supplied by its network of agricultural officers 

overseas as well as other sources.  This analysis is vetted through an extensive interagency review 

process to come up with the official USDA numbers.   

  

Several hours before the WASDE is released, analysts are sequestered in an area inside USDA that is 

shielded from communications with the outside world.  Once inside, NASS analysts finalize the 

domestic estimates and pass them to the interagency committees to incorporate into the global outlook. 

 Nobody is allowed to leave before the report is published. 

  

Market information on agricultural commodities increases global food security 



  

In addition to the WASDE, USDA provides information on U.S. planting intentions, crop conditions, 

stocks, livestock, prices, and export sales and shipments for many U.S. commodities as well as world 

market and trade reports on grains, oilseeds, cotton, livestock, dairy, poultry, sugar, tree nuts, and 

various horticultural products.  The data in these reports are then used to analyze trends, policy impacts, 

and many other topics available in additional USDA publications. 

  

This system requires extensive personnel and dedicated resources but is justified as it helps everyone 

along the supply chain make decisions that can improve efficiency, stabilize prices, and improve global 

food security.  Though USDA has a proud history of global commodity reporting, we do not have a 

monopoly nor do we want one.  We see the value of private and government-sponsored commodity 

reporting services as essential to a healthy information ecosystem.  We are  therefore pleased that 

Europe is looking at contributing additional information to agricultural commodities markets.       

  

End translation. 



  

  

  

  



  

  

  

 
                     

  

 


